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54 Battle of Princeton. 



THE BATTLE OP PEINCETON. 

[The following account of the Battle of Princeton is taken from the 
Journal of Sergeant Thomas Sullivan, of H. M. Forty-ninth Regiment 
of Foot.] 

Princetown is a compact tho' small town, in which is 
a good College, built of stone, sufficient to hold four 
hundred students; but our army when we lay there 
spoiled and plundered a good Library that was in it. 
There was an organ, and a nice Chapel in the College. 
It is built in a plentiful but woody country, and seen at a 
great distance. 

Kingstown, which is a small village, lies within two miles 
of Princetown, in which latter the Light Infantry were 
stationed. 

1777. January 1st. — A Batallion of Grenadiers, a Bat- 
talion of Guards, the Hessian Grenadiers, and a company 
of Chausseurs, with the 42d. Regiment, which last were 
obliged to quit their station and retreat from Burlington, 
came to Princetown, where the main body of the Army lay. 
Colonel Donop, who commanded the Hessians there, was so 
exasperated against the enemy, especially for the aforesaid 
Corps, being taken prisoners by them, that he resolved to 
be revenged ; he therefore went thro' the ranks and declared 
openly to his men, that any of them who would take a Rebel 
prisoner would receive 50 stripes ; signifying to them they 
were to kill all the Rebels they could without mercy. 

In consequence of the advantage gained by the enemy at 
Trenton, and the necessity of an alteration in the canton- 
ments, Lord Cornwallis deferring his going to England, 
went to the Jerseys, and reached, Princetown this night; 
the troops being ordered there by Major General Grant, 
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upon gaining intelligence that the enemy, on receeving re- 
inforcements from Virginia, Maryland, and y" Militia of 
Pennsylvania had repassed the Delaware into Jersey. 

January 2d. — Lord Cornwallis, with the 1st. and 2d. 
Batallions of Light Infantry ; 42d. Regiment ; and Colonel 
Donop's Hessian Grenadiers, having receeved accounts of 
the Rebel army, being posted at Trenton, advanced thither 
early in the morning, leaving the 4th. Brigade British 
under command of Lieut. Colonel Mawhood, in Prince, 
town, and the 2d. Brigade with Brigadier General Leslie 
remained at Maidenhead, from which place the First party 
drove the enemy that same day. On the approach of the 
British troops, the enemy's forward posts were attacked by 
the Royal Highlanders in front, and the Hessian Grenadiers 
on their flanks, supported by the Light Infantry, and after 
some minutes engagement, drove them back upon their 
army with loss. They were formed in a strong position, 
behind a creek runing through Trenton. 

During the night of this day, the enemy quitted this 
position, and marched by Allenstown, and from thence to 
Princetown. 

January 3d. — They fell in on this morning with the 17th. 
and 55th. Batallions, on their march to join Brigadier Gen- 
eral Leslie and our Brigade, at Maidenhead. 

Lieut. Colonel Mawhood, not being apprehensive of the 
enemy's strength, attacked and beat back the troops that 
first presented themselves to him, which was their advance 
guard, from whom he took a 6 pounder, which was played 
upon their main body; but finding them at length very 
superior to him in numbers, he was obliged to leave this 
piece of cannon and their own also ; and after a sharp and 
obstinate contest, pushed forward with the 17th., and part 
of the 55th. Batallion, forcing through the enemy's ranks, 
and marched towards Maidenhead. The main part of the 
55th. regiment retired by the way of Hillsborough to Bruns- 
wick, and the enemy entered the Town immediately. 
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The 40th. Regiment formed in the College Yard, and 
upon their seeing the Rebels advancing on every side, they 
made the best of their way back to Brunswick, without 
making much resistance. The bravery and conduct of 
Lieuten* Colonel Mawhood, and the behaviour of the regi- 
ments under his command, particularly the 17th., was 
highly commendable and meritorious. 

Upon our hearing the firing from Princetown at Maiden- 
head, Brigadier General Leslie sent an immediate express 
to Lord Cornwallis, who was with the advance troops ; and 
our Brigade and the Guards got on our march, being fol- 
lowed by the rest of the army under his Lordship's command. 

Lord Cornwallis finding the enemy had made this move- 
ment, and having also heard the reports of the enemy's 
cannon, and the firing occasioned by Colonel Mawhood's 
attacks, returned immediately from before Trenton. When 
we came to the river that is near Princetown, a party of the 
Rebels were formed on one side of the bridge, and another 
party cutting it down. The 5th. Batallion, which marched 
in front of the Brigade with two 6 pounders, engaged them 
from the opposite side ; and in a few minutes drove them 
from the bridge, which they had cut down, and retreated 
into the woods. We crossed the river, wading it up to 
our waists, and formed upon the hill near Princetown. 
But the enemy's body being some hours march in front, 
and keeping this advantage by an immediate departure 
from the town, retreated by Kingstown, breaking down the 
bridge at that place behind them, and crossed the Millstone 
River at a bridge under Rocky Hill, to throw themselves 
into a strong country. Lieut. Colonel Mawhood taking a 
lower road to Maidenhead, missed our Brigade and passed 
by us unobserved in the morning, joined us in the after- 
noon, after we crossed the river near Princetown. 

The loss upon this to His Majesty's Forces was 17 killed 
and near 200 wounded and missing. It is certain that the 
enemy had many killed and wounded ; among the former 
General Mercer from Virginia. 
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Lord Cornwallis seeing it could not answer any purpose 
to continue his pursuit, returned w th his whole force to 
Brunswick. 

Our Regiment had the army's Baggage guard from 
Princetown, and marched all night without any molesta- 
tion from the enemy. 

Return of the killed, wounded, and missing, of the fol- 
lowing Corps of his Majesty's Forces in the Jersey's Janu- 
ary 3d. 1777. 

17th. Regiment. 1 Captain, 12 rank and file, killed; 1 
Captain, 1 Lieutenant, 1 Ensign, 4 Sergeants, 45 rank and 
file wounded; 1 Sergeant, 1 Drummer, 33 rank and file 
missing. 

4-Oth Regiment. 1 Lieutenant wounded ; 1 Ensign, 3 Ser- 
geants, 1 Drummer, 88 rank and file missing. 

55th Regiment. 1 Sergeant, 4 rank and file, killed; 1 
Ensign, 1 Sergeant, 2 rank and file wounded ; 1 Captain, 
1 Lieutenant, 1 Ensign, 1 Sergeant, 2 Drummers, 66 rank 
and file missing. 



